
Oct. 15, 2020 

 

Dear Members of the Bethel Park Community,  

 

As per our existing Phased Reopening of Schools plan, released in September, after starting the year 

remotely, Bethel Park School District began to repopulate students into our schools in mid-September 

before expanding that to include most Bethel Park students beginning the first full week of October.  Each 

of the decisions the District has made throughout this process have been made with the health and well-

being of our students and staff as our guiding principle and based on the published guidelines we have 

received from local, state, and federal agencies.   

 

It remains Bethel Park’s intention to offer all District students whose families are comfortable doing so 

the opportunity to return to more in-person instruction beginning on Monday, Nov. 9, the start of the 

second nine-week grading period.  The plan also calls for Kindergarteners to return to in-person schooling 

starting on Monday, Oct. 26.  Students whose families are not comfortable sending their children to 

school will continue to have the opportunity to learn remotely.  In the coming weeks, our building 

principals will share further details for what your child can expect in his or her building.   

 

Bethel Park will continue to require that all students and staff adhere to all of the health and safety 

guidelines outlined in the reopening plan, including wearing masks while inside district facilities, on 

school buses and while waiting for their school bus.  Also, we encourage our students to frequently wash 

and/or disinfect their hands during the school day and to avoid touching their face.  

 

Brief mask breaks may be provided at the teachers’ discretion and students may also remove their masks 

in our cafeterias while eating and/or drinking. Also, please remember that all district-provided meals 

will be free to all Bethel Park families, regardless of your socioeconomic status, for the remainder 

of the school year. 

 

The District will continue to encourage social distancing to the greatest extent possible but acknowledges 

there may be circumstances in which that is difficult to achieve.  Also, many parents may feel more 

comfortable driving their children to and from school. 

 

As we have done throughout this complex process, Bethel Park will continue to weigh the guidance we 

receive from local, state and federal agencies against the best available data, as well as the social and 

academic needs of our students, to make decisions that we believe are in everyone’s best interests.  

However, as we have learned throughout this process, our plans are always subject to change based on 

this ever-changing dynamic. 

 

We appreciate your support and your patience as we all do our best to navigate our way through these 

unchartered waters. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph C Dimperio, Ph.D. 

Acting Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 


